CHAPTER IV 


Effects of Air Attack on the P 


opulation 


wie aera of the Japanese peuple to 
. wks S never & primary consideration 
in basie Allied strategy. The Theater Air 
Command, however, while selecting urban tar- 
kets primarily on the basis of their economic 
value, anticipated that. apart from the economic 
results of those raids, the impact of mass bomb- 
ing on the people would seriously undermine 
the enemy's ability to continue the war. These 
eects are dealt With, in detail, in the reports 
of the Morale Division of the Survey. They 
are of interest here insofar as they are im- 
portant to the discussion of the economic ef- 
fects of bombing 


Generally speaking, the urban attacks. re- 
sulted in a serious and widespread collapse in 
public morale which was reflected in all phases 
of the Japanese war economy. 

Perhaps the most significant result of the 
raids on the general population was the spread- 
ing of the conviction that continued resistance 
to the Allied strength was futile. Particularly, 
the extension of the bombing program to the 
smaller cities convinced the people that the 
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Total tonnaye dropped in urban area attacks of 


Allied aircraft could, and would, destroy every 
city in Japan. Furthermore, they were made 
painfully aware of the impotence of their gov- 
ernment which could do nothing to prevent the 
wholesale destruction, or minimize its effects. 


The mass flight of people from the bombed 
cities was virtually uncontrolled. The popula- 
tion of Tokyo city dropped 63 percent during 
the raid period. Official estimates of the num- 
ber of evacuees from the huge Tokyo-Kawa- 
saki-Yokohama complex, accounting for 11 per- 
cent of the total population, were placed at 
around 4.6 million or 58 percent of the preraid 
population, After the two devastating air raids 
on Nagoya in mid-March, 317,000 people, or 
29 percent of the preraid population fled from 
the city. When the war ended, less than 50 
percent of Nagoya’s population remained. Al- 
though no official figures on the total number of 
evacuees was obtainable, the Morale: Division 
of the Survey, on the basis of its investigation, 
estimated the number to have been in excess of 
the official figure of 8% million. 
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